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Science and therapy 
Prada’s challenge 
 
 
Support for oncological research via the Fondazione Bonadonna Miuccia: 
“It’s a matter of responsibility; nowadays, it’s necessary to be useful” 
 
Interview 
Giangiacomo Schiavi 
 
Prada and science. Two very different worlds that come together to continue the war against 
cancer and actively commemorate a great doctor, Gianni Bondadonna. At a time when all seems 
mere froth, a commitment on the part of someone who does something solid for scientific research 
“is a matter of responsibility”, declares Miuccia Prada. It is also the sharing of a project that aims to 
improve the training of young oncologists. “We will support innovation in medicine, as Bonadonna 
did”, explains Luca Gianni, a doctor and researcher. It is not a matter of a sponsorship, which could 
start and end with a donation and a plaque, but of an active participation in the establishment of a 
foundation named after the great scientist, considered the father of modern oncology. Which today 
represents a fusion of science, culture, study, training, humanity and a large business group, a 
world leader in fashion and luxury, in order to give a clear sign of the firm’s commitment to the 
social, political and world of ideas. 
“It is important today to be useful and medicine represents the top in terms of usefulness, because 
it deals with others and saves lives. For our group, supporting science is an act of faith, of 
confidence”, adds Miuccia Prada. It is also the indication of a strategy: fewer words and more 
practical deeds. In the manner of Bonadonna, a pioneer in the fight against tumours and a point of 
reference for generations of oncologists through his history and his visionary ability to innovate. 
“He was a man who brought oncology out from the basement”, states Luca Gianni, who was a 
pupil of Bonadonna. 
“When he returned from America at the invitation of the Istituto dei tumori after being at the Sloan 
Kattering, he created a ward from nothing and set up the first paediatric division in Italy”. What very 
few people know is what that ward was called, one that Bonadonna wished to develop into a 
showcase of hope in the world: it was called ‘Oil’, for ‘oltre i limiti’, which means ‘beyond the limits’. 
And we need today too to go beyond the limits in the fight against cancer, despite the improvement 
in percentage rates in terms of recovery: 5 years after diagnosis, 63% of women and 54% of men 
are still alive, but in Italy there are 373,300 new diagnoses of tumour every year and research must 
not relax its impetus. “Young people must be encouraged and supported so that positive results 
can come one by one, day by day”, as Bonadonna used to say. The great doctor dedicated his life 
to research, and his results, deservedly recognised by the New England Journal of Medicine 
(which in 1974 compared scientific work into adjuvant chemotherapy to a symphony, affirming that 
Milan had another La Scala at the Istituto dei tumori) are still today the object of study and 
application. “There is not a single oncological text that does not include a reference to Bonadonna”, 
recalls Luca Gianni, even though Italy has rather forgotten him. 
He had a forceful character and rejected any form of compromise: he never thought of promoting 
himself. This too is a distinctive indication “and I appreciate this type of approach, which is typical 
of someone who is working towards a practical, solid result”, adds Miuccia Prada. But Bonadonna 
spoke to the world and in America he has been included as one of the founding fathers of 
oncology: in 2007, reduced to a wheelchair after a devastating stroke, he was applauded with a 
standing ovation at the world congress of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). In 
Times Square in New York, there was an enormous photograph of him with a long interview. 
“It is not a matter of celebrating him but of giving young people a model and an example for their 
work”, explains Luca Gianno. “I believe this is the right time to commit ourselves to something: I 
like people who set out goals for themselves, who lay down challenges”. Examples are necessary: 



with his story, with his visionary ability to innovate, with his odyssey through sickness, Bonadonna 
is a firm starting point.  
Thus the Fondazione Bonadonna: it will offer young researchers connecting with the world from 
Milan an opportunity to grow. “The ambition being to create a school that follows the example of its 
namesake”, is Miuccia Prada’s thinking between the lines. Because apart from the therapies, we 
also need teachers able to train and motivate. To help those who are sick and suffering an 
“onerous citizenship”, as Susan Sontag put it, caused by those cells in silent and secretive mutiny.  
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“Faith. Medicine represents the top in terms of usefulness, because it deals with others and saves 
lives; for our group, it is an act of faith, of confidence” 
 
“Approach: I appreciate this type of approach, which is typical of someone who is working towards 
a practical, solid result” 
 
 
The fashion designer’s project 
The Milanese doctor who astounded the world 
 
The Fondazione Gianni Bonadonna, supported by the Prada group for a project of therapeutic 
innovation and oncological research, is being presented today. Under the banner “Humane 
doctors, warrior patients”, the morning and afternoon at the Fondazione Prada will see the 
participation of doctors and oncologists. The Fondazione Prada already follows a number of 
avenues in various sectors in its activity, ranging from culture to art, and is now reinforcing its 
involvement in the world of medicine and therapy, adding its name to that of Gianni Bonadonna, 
one of the great pioneers of modern oncology. 
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At Times Square Gianni Bonadonna 
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